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dein appearance" in id. be. Mor. Tepper 
uo or her thin their "nbd 8 the Janie” raja 
ge treatment" at I have” before dem j== 


ths conld foe" men dr peru, I re 
ſuffered enough already Heel, I feel 
wide diſtinction between tbe tuo very 22 


pofite extremes which I bone tafted— rand 
am very ſenſible of the great dj dt advantage 
with which any" thing "of ms miſt now 
be offered to the 7/70 z—bhowever, the 
8 es ou are ſo many 
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and fo great, that 1 cannot befitate a n- 


nent · in ſacrificing every private conſide- h 
ration to your pleaſure—wvb/igation 5 which 
I ſhall be ſtill endeavouring to return, but 


Wall never be able to diſcbarge. Give 


this, trifle the ſame friend aſylum and 
protection which- you have ſ9 opportunely 
and generouſly given me, and my. moſt 


ambitious defires reſpecting it will be amply 


ſatisfied. As it was' favoured with fuch 


remarkable. attention during its delivery, 
Jam in bopet the reading of it may” be 
1 Produktive of. ſome benefit—tho" be aſſured, 
at the ſame time, if I ke any man who 
bad an humbler idea it than, 1 have, 
any further, than at it net with pour 
by approbation, I would. relinquiſh my cron 
opinion, a and adept 58. id & Ws 
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1 hve fought a good lf have finiſhed 
my, courſe l bave kept the faith; 
: Hencefarth, there is laid, up.for; me 
| Om of lieu VE 
16 Fro 7 z13311ids vin 25 wav toi 
is i E are now. met, my 3 
VVftriends, upon a moſt ſolemn, 
| moſt mournful oceaſion:'s I:hope:ithas 
made that impreſſion upon your minds 
which will diſpoſe you to be moſt ſeriqus 
and attentive; and very ready to improve 
thoſe conſiderations which ſhall be "oy 
geſted unto ara 
2310 Niet To a) 1083 5977 1 elle Aut 
Fon my own. whoa I Apen e 
but cenſure and reproach, from a great 
many, for taking my preſent work in 
hand but I have been ſo accuſtom d 
to ſlander, malicious miſrepreſentation, 
and unprovok d abuſe, that I am almoſt 
„ them. L look pou _— 


As being call'd forth on this occaſion, 
by juſtice 0 7 gratifude and 
friendſhip—by nearneſs of kindred and 
. by Honor, affection, and eſteem: 
—al theſe (tron Sly excite me to pay all 
the relpect i in my peer to the memory 
of a moſt worthy man, and moſt falth- | 
ful mittiſter of CRRIST to place his 
many diſtinguiſhed virtue in as proper 
a point of view as my abilities will al- 
low++tb make ſuitable impreffiong on 
your: häarts and lives - and to drop the 
tributargotrar Oer the hallow'd grave of 
my departed friend and when tg are 
my ſprings of action, I. truſt Gon _ 
ever enahle me to deſpiſe both: the: 
N the r. 2 Hoch 
«YOY Gun bs 12 — 
Tur much wal cauſe of my pre- 
ſent diſaourſe I, with reaſon, dearly low d 
whilſt diving—and his memory wil be 
ever grateful to me as the morning 
breath of che balmy ſprilg, or Ae re 
vixing aN etneſs of the moſt rich and 
fragrant per fume; - aud Lab}: that my 


tongue Was replete with: all the graces 
88 We” „ 


5 4 » 4... 
of eloquence f that it were n Ad, © 


the breath of Monarchs, ſweet and'mels. 


lifluous as the moſt winning ſoft attrac-! 


tive; melody, then ſhou'd. I; be able to 


diſcharge the debt I owe this great cha- 


racter, and rightly to plead. eee 11 


| eh trainent n and Rea. bs has 
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Soto tells as « R time to- 
weep, and a time to rejoice,” . Every 
one here will readily agree With me, 
that this is a time to web. It is a time 
for the CBHurch / Cbriſ to weep, as it 
has loſt, one of it's moſt. zealous, able, 
ſincere, charitable, unwearied and liberal 5 
advocates, in this part of the world. It 
is a time for ſociety, in general, to weep, 
as it has been depriv'd/of//a, maſt, worthy 
and amiable, a moſt uſcful, and adorn» | 
ing member of an honor to humanity, 
and; of a warm, benevolent friend to 


mankind. a a time for 'A number 
of, youtbs.and theit parents to weep, 26 
the former have been bereav'd of a truly 
kind, engaging, diligent, learned, and 
1 — took the 
utmoſt 


15 8 1 
utmoſt care to furniſſi their minds vide 
all uſeful knowledge - to inſpire their 
hearts with the generous principles of 
virtue and piety and to render their 
converſation and their conduct in the 
world improving, ornamental, upright, 
and religious. It is a time for you to weep, 
as that candid and compaſſionate, that 
truly chriſtian miniſter is now no more, 
who has heartily prayed with you and 
for you—who firſt adminiſter'd the moſt 
ſacred of ordinances unto you—who 
baptiz'd your children into the chriſtian 
religion, when ſeveral had unkindly re- 
fus'd their aſſiſtance - who ſtood forth 
your champion in ſpite of illwill, ran- 
cor, malice, and reproach—and i in con- 
ſequence of whoſe interpoſition, under 
providence, you are now a reſpectable, 
flouriſhing, and continually increaſing 
ſociety of Proteſtant Diſſenters. It is a 
time for his diſconſolate widow to weep, 
as death has'robb'd her of a moſt loving, 
(22M peaceable, tender, and indulgent huſ- 
band. As for myſelf, I. am ſure it is 
2 time for ne to weep; 'as I have loſt 
ait the 
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E e,, 
the Hits + 3 T had in this part of 
the world - the only friend among all 
the diſſenting clergy of the neighbour- 
Hood a friend that has been long and 
unceaſingly kind unto mea friend that 
I always conſulted on every trying in- 
tricate occaſion — a friend that readily i 
and cheerfully gave me the beſt tes 
and aſſiſtance — a friend that grew upon 
my eſteem the longer I was acquainted 
with him—a friend, take him for all in 
all, upon whoſe like I neer ſhall look 
again, Such friends grow not thick 
oh every bough—a friend worth all 
hazards J could run—the world in pur- 5 
chaſe for ſuch a friend is gain. In 
one word, it is a time for every one to 
weep that has any generous delicate 
feelings — who has any concern for re- 
ligion—any regard for the welfare of 
ſociety any laudable anxiety about the 
morals and improvement of youth any 
ſympathy for the ſuffering and oppreſt 
any emotions for ſorrowing friends— 
any pity towards the deſolate and for- 


ſaken. 
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WILL it not rather appear a paradox 
wh a contradiction, if I fay that this is 
likewiſe a time to rejoice ?. Does it not 
ſeem on this occaſion to bear too harſh; 
grating, and uncouth a ſound? What! 
' rejoice, when we have enumerated ſo 
many cauſes of forrow! Still I fay this 
is a time to rejoice We are chriſtians 
as well as men—while we mourn our 
own loſs, let us rejoice at his gain, Suf- 
fer me to ſtop your tears, by reminding 
you that he is deliver'd from the ſtorms . 
and tempeſts of this boiſterous life— 
that if we trace his ſteps and imitate his 
virtues, we ſhall all quickly follow him, 
to. that blefledneſs of which he is now 
poſſeſs 'd—and by fancying 1 you hear him 
crying out triumphantly, in the words 
of our text, I have fought a good fight 
T have finiſhed my courſe—T have kept the 
faith; —Henceforth there is laid up for 


me 4 crown of righteouſneſs. 


hs 


5 "Paul, at the time he delivered 
; theſe clegant heart-reviving expreſſions, 
„ was a 9 at Rome he had appeals, 


T--4 1 . 
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to G had appear d before kirk ; 
more than once—but he found that he 
was in the hands of a lion that delighted 
in blood. Poor Paul complains like= 
wiſe---which is ſtill but too common a 
cauſe' of complaint---that he was for- 
faken by his friends, when it might ſeem . 
he moft needed their affiſtance; At 
my firſt anſwer no man ſtood with me, 
but all men forſook me.“ Whether 
he was warn'd by Heaven that his death 
was nigh at hand, or whether he ga- 
ther'd it from circumſtances about him, 
is uncertain—but it is evident that he 
was now looking for it—indeed he teck- 
on'd it fo ſecure that he confider'd it as 
a matter then actually taking place. I 
am ready to be offer'd up my death 
is refolv'd upon—it is ſpeedily to be 
executed I am upon the eve of my 
departure from the preſent world, and 
all that is near and dear unto me this 
fide the grave. Truly, my chriſtian 
friends, this thought muſt needs fittke 
cep. The diſmal gloom, the melam- 
: iy darkneſs, the cheerleſs ſolitude of 
1 


% * 1 
„ * 


i # 10 3 * 

WII I it not rather appear a paradox 
and a contradiction, if I ſay that this is 
likewiſe a time to rejoice? Does it not 
ſeem on this occaſion to bear too harſh; : 
| grating, and uncouth a ſound? What! | 

' rejoice, when we have enumerated ſo 
many cauſes of forrow! Still I ſay this | 
is a time to rejoice We are chriſtians | 
as well as. men—while we mourn our | 
own loſs, let us rejoice at his gain. Suf- 
fer me to ſtop your tears, by reminding 
you: that he is. deliver'd from the ſtorms . 
and tempeſts of this boiſterous life— 
"that if we trace his ſteps and imitate his 
virtues, we ſhall all quickly follow him, 
to, hat bleſſedneſs of which he is now 
poſleſs d- and by fancying you hear him 
crying out triumphantly, in the words 

5 of our text, I have Fought a good fight 

l Thave finiſhed my courſe—T have kept the 

. faith 3—Henceforth there is laid up for 
me. e cams of righteouſne efs. 


5 Paul, at the time he delivered 

cheſe elegant heart- reviving expreſſions, 
was a * at Rome he had pe 
en 5 to 


| 2 


1 R 
to eh had appear d before kirk 
more than once—but he found that he 
was in the hands of a lion that delighted 
in blood. Poor Paul complains like- 
wiſe---which is {till but too common a 
cauſe of complaint that he was for- 
ſaken by his friends, when it might ſeem 
he moſt needed their affiſtance. ** At 
my firſt anſwer no man ſtood witli me, 
but all men forſook tne.” Whether 
he was wafn'd by Heaven that his death 
was nigh at hand, or whether he ga- 
ther'd it from circumſtances about him, 
is uncertain—but it is evident that he 
was now looking for it indeed he teck- 
on'd it fo ſecure that he confider'd it as 
a matter then actually taking place. 1 


am ready to be offer'd up! my death wer 


is reſolv d upon—it is ſpeedily to be 
executed I am upon the eve of my 
departure from the preſent world, and 
all that is near and dear unto me this 
fide the grave. Truly, my chriſtiun 
friends, this thought muſt needs ſtrike 
The diſmal gloom, the melan- 
N darkneſs, the cheerleſs ſolitude of 
| . a moſt 


1 
a moſt fad and wretched ts 
horrid, blood-chilling ſolemnities of a 
day prefix'd—the, dreadful cruel pomp . 
of an ignominious tormenting execu- 
tion, the circumſtances both of pain 


and ſhame with which it might be at- 


tended—all theſe things concurr'd to 
| heighten the anguiſh and terror of the 
doleful proſpe& :—but, my dear bre- 
thren, what ſecur'd his quiet—what af- 
forded him the ſweeteſt peace, the moſt 


divine ſerenity and compoſure, in ſpite 


of all the horrors of his fituation, was 
a firmneſs arifing from a ſtrict review 
of his paſt life; — this is what will alone 
ſupport in the face of danger and of 
death, Conſcience on ſuch occaſions 
will neither ſooth nor flatter—it will 
ſpeak out—it will rather aggravate too 
much; but St. Paul's told him he had 
nothing to fear—he had a witneſs in his 
own breaſt, as well as a Gop, and a 
Judge above. The teſtimony of a good 
conſcience. was the foundation of his 
joy, and gave him a ſure well-grounded 
confidence in God. * I have fought a 

An "good 


b 7 
good fight -I have-finiſh'd my courſe— 
I have kept the faith; - henceforth there 


is laid up for me a crown of ighteouſ- 
neſs.” | 


It is.needleſs to obſerve that the words 
run in figures alluding to the Olympic 

games, which were the nobleſt, moſt 
approv'd diverſions of thoſe times. In 
theſe games wre/lings were perform d 
and a race was to be run Judges were 
appointed to declare the vifors, and 
give them the prizes - they were ſu- 
perbly crown'd with garlands, and had 
many diſtinguiſhing extravagant honors 
done them. Of this no one can be 
ignorant who is vers'd in the hiſtory | 
and antiquities of Rome. 


AccoRDING to this ſtile St. Paul de- 
rives comfort to himſelf, from an aſ- 
ſurance that he had ought a good fight. 
He had been educated among the Jews: | 
—he had imbib'd their prejudices, and 
was ſoured with their paſſions; but 
It pleaſed Almighty Gop to work a 

| 3 | 


tw) 


g change in him he now prea- 


ches the faith which he had before 


perſecuted he preaches it with a ſpirit 
of meekneſs and charity. With this 


5 ſpirit he ſtudies to win over his brethren 
among the Jews, of whom he judges 


favourably, and ſays they “ had a zeal 
of Gop, but not according to know- 


ledge.” He heartily pray'd to Gop for 


them—he complied with them as far 


as he honeſtly could - and was willing 


to have died, and to become a curſe for 


them, Notwithſtanding all he was uſed 
reproachfully by them, and . perſecuted 
with all poſſible rancor, . malice, and 
injuſtice—but ſtill he was not altered 
or provoked—and tho' - he became all 


things to all, yet when the truth and 
honor of the chriſtian religion were 
concerned, he gave them not place by 
ſubjection, no not for a moment.” He 
had likewiſe enemies who endeavoured 


to corrupt chriſtianity with the pro- 


phane mixtures of paganiſm and ido- 


latry.— He could not bear with theſe 


* 


foes to the croſs of CurIsT—and tho 
R by 


1 


by oppoſing theit? baſe heatheniſh prac- 


tices, he often rais'd ſuch ,cqmmotions 


and combinations againſt, himſelf as 7 
were likely to terminate in his deſtruc- 
tion; yet he never ceas'd proteſting. 
againſt. them, and warning all men 
_ < to forſake thoſe vanities, and to ſerve 


the living Gop.” He had alſo many 


falſe brethren to deal with —men who. n 


RAE EE ipare him fair, pre- 


tended the utmoſt regard for him, and 
profeſſed the utmoſt readineſs to ſerve 


him; but the hypocritical, difſembling, - 
canting fycophants—of - whoſe. family 
there are many ſtill remaining in the 


world—both envied and hated him go 
they ſtudied to diſparage his perſon 
to traduce his character to detract from 
his authority - to impede the ſucceſs 
of his miniſterial labours — and to create 
factions againſt him. Tho“ he was glad 


that CnrIsT was preach'd at any rate, 


even by thoſe hollow, treacherous, de- 
ceitful men; yet when occaſion requir d 
it, he aſſerted, as every miniſter of the 


chi and "Oy n man ought 


to 


18 
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A t do, the” dignity of his character 
with great boldneſs. With all theſe 

different forts of men was he engag'd, 
| _ among ow 1 Valle a Soc . 


| a jo” fried bis cond; «6 He ran 1 
race that was ſet before him with pati- 
ence, as he finiſh'd it with joy. He 
was an ple to all in his actions and 


his ſufferings—as a man, as a chriſtian, 


and as an apoſtle. He could call the 


Almighty to witneſs, and the ſeveral 


8 - churches where he had labor'd, how 


« holily, juſtly, and unblameably he 


had behav'd himſelf among them.” TO 

. proſper the goſpel intereſt, and to ren- 
der himſelf leſs liable to exception, he 

_ ſupported himſelf by the labor of his 


own hands—preach'd © in ſeaſon and 


out of ſeaſon, publicly and from houſe | 


to houſe; yet he was reviled as the. 
« filth and off-ſcouring of the earth. 
He has preſented unto us a large cata- 


logue of the perſecutions he endur'd, 
ſuch as whippings, ſtonings, and impri- 
ſonments. He ſuffer d inwardly and 
r | outwardly 
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e life was one conſtant 


ſcene of labor, fatigue, and miſery . s 8 518 
but he went thro! all wich e utmoſt 


magnanimity and courage; with unſha- 


ken fortitude, with unwearied zeal, and 5 


undaunted N | ue 
Fin. 


„1. 


a miraculous manner by the Lox Jzsvs. 
himſelf—from him he receiv'd the chriſ- 
tian religion in it's purity—and what-. 


he * received from the Los, that alſo 


he deliver'd unto others ;” neither adul- 
terating nor ſuppreſſing any part, but 
declaring to them the whole counſel of 
Gop. He was not aſham' d or afraid of 
the croſs of Cuxis r :—He aſſerted the 
grand truths of the chriſtian rhe” 
with becoming ardor and authority; but 
he did not by any means claim an arbi= _ 


trary power over the faith and conſci- ' 


ences of mankind—no, no—he left them 


f 


to the full juſt freedoms of reaſonable 


accountable bein 


and love which would lead them to 


8 e avoid / 


gs—and wiſh'd all to be 
govern'd by thoſe maxims of wn 


2 11 hept the faich. 1 taught in - - 
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. 3 and order. > 


* . 1 me a crown of righteouſneſs. ** Verily 
tdtztere is a Gop who judgeth in the 


to go through many tribulations—thro' 


. ok 5 by many trials and difficulties—thro' end 3 
3 . hardſhips and calamities ; yet this 
_ life continueth but for a little while — 


| in a ſhort time the combat will be over 
Ik and then they ſhall be triumphantly 
recompens'd with glory, honor, and 
immortality; —they ſhall be all admitted 


into the kingdom of Heaven, to the 


s inheritance of the Saints in light.“ 


_=_ place for his diſciples, that love him 


| and keep his commandments, will come 
al gain, and receive them to himſelf, that 
_—_ | : 

WW. where he is there they may be alſo, 


beholding“ and partaking of his glory, 
3 Which the father nr ning him.” "4 


"Fmnaiiy.. "We forth there is 110 Wy 


avoid ſeandal, to promote edification 7 


earth verily there i is a reward for the 
_ -, righteous.” Tho! here they are oblig'd 


Irsus who is gone before to prepare a 
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'  Havine thus briefly cvplain's: our 
text, and ſhewn how far it refers to 


the ſtrugglings and difficulties, the life 


and labors, the fidelity and ſound doc- 


trine, the crown and reward of the great - 
apoſtle ; I return to the ſad occaſion, of 


our preſent afſembly—to conſider: how 


truly the words of our text, give us 


the character and recompence of bim 
over whom we now mourn, and upon 
wWhoſe account alſo we wave reaſon * ol 
Tis RE, ER CES 
oOo N friend, WR eh exam- 
ple of the great chriſtian hero in our 


text, has Fought 4 good fight—diftin- 


* 


guiſh'd himſelf in the cauſe of chriſti- 


anity, as a brave and undaunted ſoldier 
under the banner of _ great —_— 
of our vation. 


9423 


wm 


Tur ape winiſtey i is a Be hidet 
and weighty office it is exercis'd in 
the name of the moſt high Gov, and 


as by "commiſſion from him—'tis a mi- 


niſtry of his word and — en 
0 3 


— 


* 


* 
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its deſign is to engage mankind. to offer 
up their ſpiritual facrifices to their hea- 
_  venly father, by a full exerciſe and 
improvement of the moſt noble powers 
and faculties of their ſouls; abounding 
5 all the fruits of righteouſneſs, ſuch 
as t love, joy, peace, long - ſuffering, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, fidelity, meekneſs, 
temperance. In one word, it is a 

miniſtry of righteouſneſs and life— | 
à miniſtry. of reconciliation an em- 
baſſy of peace to a guilty world —a 
method of grace, whereby men are per- 
ſuaded to embrace their trueſt intereſt; 
to loye, fear, and obey their creator, 
the only proper happineſs of an immor- 
tal ſoul; and to be completely felicitous 
in the Wen of * here and here- 


; 1 ROM this ſhort view of the 3 
* ministry, it muſt immediately appear 
that a proper diſcharge of it requires no 
mall qualifications both the mind and 
the morals of the miniſter ſhould be irre- 
Nen 1 * * 
be 


* n * * * 5 
5 : 1 "4 
be - 8 of ſacred and 1 
Profegee literature ſhould not be e 8 


fin'd witkin narrow limits—his heart 
muſt be good, humane, ſympathetio 
and benevolent—his life blameleſs, ſo- 
ber, and con ſiſtent, with his profeſſion, 
not jaftly chargeable with any impious 

or diſhonorable action. May it not be 
aſked: here, in the words of St. Paul. 
« who is ſufficient for theſe things?” 
of himſelf no one—but we are equal 
unto every thing thro Cancer! 'who _ 
e770 es us. alt "aL. "Liga, Bi 3 


1 


such an able and faithful minilter of 
Cuxisv are we now lamenting—he was 
a ( workman that needed not be aſham' d. 
knowing rightly to divide the word of 
truth,” He © took unto him the while 
armor of Gov, his loins being girt about — | 
plate of righteouſneſs· his feet were 
ſhod with the preparations. of the goſpel 
of peace with the ſhield of faith he 
quenched the fiery darts of the wicked 
* tlie ſword of the ſpirit irit he W 


ſtudiecd the edification; and eternal wel- 


3 22 * 9H 

= battles of his maſter, and wat "Pp 
fended by the helmet of his falvation 
from all his enemies.“ He « brought 
forth out of his treaſures things new and 
old, and gave to every one a portion in 
due ſeaſon meat to the ſtrong, and 
milk to the weak.” He took the ut- 
moſt cars of the flock under his inſpec- 
tion - according to that pathetic deſcrip- | 
tion of the prophet,” he ** fed it like a 
ſhepherd—he gather'd the lambs with 
his arm, and carried them in his boſom; 
and gently led habe that were an 


young.” 2 Pp: 


ity of x, © 


5 eee 
un hie diſcourſes from the pulpit,” he 


fare of his hearers; and not the uſeleſs 
ornament, the affected ſtrokes of elo- 


cutjon, with which our raw, -unfledg'd, 
pedantic ſcioliſts ſo exceedingly abound. 
He dwelt upon the moſt plain and 
practical, and of courſe the moſt weighty 
important ſubjects —he dreft them in' a 
decent, Plain lan guage and deliver'd 
himſelf 
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himſelf with that e gravity, | 
and affection, which does moſt honot 
to the preacher, and moſt good to his 
hearers. In his ſupplications to the 
throne of grace, he Wong dd himſelf _ 
as addrefling. the great Gop; and dif- 
cover'd that awe and reverence, that 
humility and ſubmiſſion, that devotion 85 
and piety, which fo highly become poor 
duſt and aſhes, when holding convexſe 
with the great I AM :—He neither 
ſhock'd our natures, nor diſguſted our - 
underſtanding, ' by a wanton indecent 
familiarity of expreſſion or action, or 
by a jumble of incoherent nonſenſical ' 
rhapſodies but it was manifeſt, at the 
ſame time, from his method of per- 
forming this duty, that he underſtood 


the import of that ſaying, My ſon, bf 


give me thy heart.” When adminiſtring 
the ſacramental ſeals, he attended to 
their primary intention, and was con- 
ducted thereby—he celebrated them in 
ſuch a winning, fervent, engaging man- 
ner, as was ſufficient to overpower, the - 
moſt harden oy rebel; to melt him into 
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| 5 repentant tears; and cauſe him to e 
down at the feet of J ESUS;. with fincere 
concern, 
better obedience to his commands. His | 
viſitation of the fick was attended with 

4 conſideration of the character, ſitua- 


and 4 full determination of 


tion, and abilities of the afflicted ; dis 


refting his addreſs according to the 


degree of danger and temper of mind— 


and animating his prayers and compaſ- 
fion for them, by placing himſelf in the 
fick perſons c ondition. 
preaching, praying, adminiſtring the 
_ facred ordinances, viſiting the fick, and 
every other branch of his office, he 
was conſcientious and upright, . well 


Thus in his 


furniſh'd with internal and external 


| qualifications :—he conſulted, in all, the 


benefit of immortal ſpirits, the glory 
of his maſter, and the e of reli- 


gion. Well might he adopt the words 


of the great and good Mr. Baxter, . who 
preach d each time as if it were his laſt. 


Tpnucb as f Tuber ſhould preach again ;, 
SA uss bim man, 10 dying men. 3 


"5 1 thus may it be truly ſaid that 
1 fought a good fight. 


Hav- 


— a. 


Lf 
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'Havixe diſcharg'd this part of our 
text, we next obſerve, he faniſh'd bit 
courſe. This particular will take in the 
whole of his private character the 
whole courſe of his life conſiderd in a 
private point of view. A courſe it was 
that may well be held up as an exam- 
ple to all—a courſe of piety, candor, 
benevolence, ſtrict honor and integrity. 
On this part of my ſubject it is almoſt 
impoſſible to ſay too much—and had 
I but time to enlarge it would be as 
impoſſible not to be eloquent. Exag- 

geration on ſuch an occaſion as this is 

moſt ridiculous and abſurd It ſhould 

be cautiouſly avoided :—But for the in- 
diſputable truth of what I have now 
adyanc'd, I call to witneſs the unaffected 
grief of his neighbours and acquaint- 
| ance, of every age and degree, of every 
ſect and denomination; among whom 
he. behav'd with the utmoſt affability 
and kindneſs and by whom he was 
univerſally careſs'd and eſteem'd, owing 
to, his peaceful, obliging, upright, and 
e deportment. Witneſs the 
D N 
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5 9 TY" ſhould I try to add 
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2277 and almoſt irreconcileable ſorrow 
of, his particular friends and relatives, 


Who ever found him a moſt ſincere, 


Warm, unwearied, charitable, and in- 
dulgent fulfiller of each capacity. Wit- 
neſs the honeſt; melting concern of his 

oven domeſtics :—at home men are ſeen 


as they.are—when they go abroad, with 


their beſt attire,” they put on their beſt 
behavior; and little judgment can be 
_ form'd of their real tempers and charac- 
ters: In his own houſe he ſhone with 


diſtinguiſſ'd luſtre; his conſtant diſ- 
charge of family duty his eyenneſs, 


and winning mildneſs of diſpoſition— 
his Frank, unreſerv'd, and obliging be- 
- | havior to his equals—together wink lik 


amiable condeſcenſion to his inferiors, 


render'd him an object of their reſpect, 
love, confidence, and imitation, Wit- 


neſs further, the cries and lamentations 


- 0" the poor, to whom he was a con- 
"Rant and liberal; but not a proud, 


ſelfiſh, oſtentatious benefactor. Wit- 
neſs- but why do I. attempt things 


light 


. 27 3 
light to the ſun ? he acquitted himſelf | 
with ſo much credit, uſefulneſs and honor 
in every walk, every department of 
private life, that lander itfelf could not 
ſpeak amiſs of him and tho” he Was 
not without his enemies, as he himſelf 
inform'd me; yet thoſe very enemies 
could ſay no ill of him nor give any 
reaſon for their enmity againſt him. 
Do him juſtice I cannot—it baffles my 
*-moſt vigorous attempts—and 1 am 
oblig'd humbly to admire what I can- 
not deſcribe... Theſe remarks proceed 
not from oftentation, partial warmth of 
© kindred blood, or an overheated imagi | 
nation but they are ſober. convictions 
working from the heart, ariſing from 

my own particular knowledge: —and 
thoſe who were acquainted. with. the 
man will be ſenſible how very imper- 
fectly 1 have drawn a few outlines of 
he row which he has now filo 4. 


Wr are next told of the great apoſtle, 
and well may it be ſaid of our deceaſed 
friend, that he Lept the faith. He 
handled not the word of Hop deceit- . 


'D ks fully, 
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1 nor of men Se” he glory.” 
held faſt the form of ſound words, 1 
found dorine, in a ſcriptural | rational 
| ſenſe; maintaining the rinciples of 
chriſtian liberty and maderation. He 
had the utmoſt regard for Cus1sT his 
maſter, and for the grand, momentous 
truths which he deliver'd—but he was 
not narrowly tied down to any party, 
ſyſtematical ſet of opinions. He was 
not ſo paſſionately and abſurdly fond of 
his own notions, as to think that thoſe 
who differ d from him were going the 
high road to deſtruction— He was no 
graceleſs zealot; no blind, angry, wrang- 
ling, conceited bizot—He equally pi- 
tied the head-ſtrong, furious ſticklers of 
each fide; thoſe of one party who damn 
their brethren with a ſelf- important 
ſmile, and” the other With a malicious 
ſneer. He wiſh'd to embrace the truth 
as he found it in Jssvs—he wiſh'd for 
liberty to judge for himſelf —and what 
he claimed himſelf he freely allow d 
others; knowing that all have an equal, 
natural, conſtitutional, religious, indiſ- 
| putable right to free enquiry, and free 
| e 


7 
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profeſſion. | He lov'd' not the b | 


cumberſome ſhackles," in which ſome 
men dreſs religion——he- nor deſired 
to walk in them, nor to prove them 
—but would have all enjoy the li- 
berty with which CHRIST has made 
them free. If attack d by the uncha- 
ritable, or witneſs to any of their ſorry, 
pernicious altercations, . his remark was, 
„Who art thou that judgeſt thy bro- 
ther? to his own maſter he ſtandeth or 

falleth. Judge not that ye be not Judgr . 
ed - but K one another in love..“ 
Being influenc'd by this ſpirit, and 
embracing theſe candid generous ſenti- 
ments; it is not to be wonder'd at that 
he was upon terms of friendſhip and 
ſociability with our brethren of the 
eſtabliſh'd church; and with thoſe of 
different denominations among diſſenters 
—he was eſteem'd by as many of them 


as were worthy any attention—and let 


it not be thought vanity, in my own 
particular, to obſerve that any who were 
honor'd with his more intimate notice 
and regard, were ny recommended . 
thereby. Tavs 


1 
Fuus he fought a good fight—=thus he 
foniſh'd bis courſe—thus he Lept the Faith 
—and, doubtleſs, henceforth there is laid 
#þ for bim a crown of righteouſneſs.. . His 
trial is now over his cares and afflic- 
tions are all at an end - the world and its 
troubles are nothing to him he is quiet 
and happy in the regions of peace and 
bleſſedneſs he is got beyond the ſtrife 
the more weighty and penetrating be 
_ "angry with me, if here 1 indulge what 
they may think too puerile an imagi- 
nation. Suppoſe you ſee him patiently 
enduring the ſtroke of the king of ter · 
*rors--==<king of terrors did I ſay? no, 
no! to him he is a welcome meſſenger 
La peaceful convoy, that removes him 
from a world of fin and miſery; and 
introduces him to the preſence of the 
Lonxp. See Heaven, ſublime, refin'd, 
intellectual happineſs preſent themſelves 
to his view—ſee him quit a frail and 
fragile back, ſhatter'd with pelting boiſ- 
terous ſtorms, upon a rough and angry 


" ſea—ſee him tread the bliſsful thore,of a 
feli- 


I 
felicitous Eternity! Hark I what ſhouts: 
and acclamations, what ſounds of trum- 
pets rejoicing at his arrival! ſee the 
cherubims haſte to meet him ſee them 
conducting him through the city of new . 
Jeruſalem to the palace of Almighty 
Gov, the King of Zion — ſee the Prince 
of Peace, the benevolent Savior, the 
exalted and bleſſed. Ixsus, waiting far 


him at the door —ſee him ftretching 


forth his all-gracious hand unto him, 
and welcoming him with © Well done 
thou good and faithful ſervant! come, 
thou bleſſed of my father, inherit the 
kingdom prepar d for thee from the 
foundations of the world enter thou 
into the joys of thy Lon p!“ See him 
enter — and inſtantly 1 hear the hea- 
venly choir, the ſeraphic band ſtrike 
up- they proceed ſinging celeſtial me- 
lody and praiſe—and the laſt found _ 
which ſtrikes my ear, and glads*my 
foul is „ Haltelujah—he has fought a 
good fight—he has finiſh'd his courſe— 
he has kept the faith—henceforth there 
| ie laid 195 for him a crown of righteout- 
| neſs.” 


% 
1 

* 
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F 
mod 2 Behold written o'er the door, in 
bright, ſhining, and golden characters, 


Life Everlaſting—bleſſed are the dead, 


that die in the Lox D; for here they reſt 
from their labors, and their works do 
follow them they neither hunger nor 
thirſt, nor know ſorrow. any more 
but Gop wipes.away all tcars from their 
eyes 1. 01 raviſhing and delightful ! 
the. thought i is enough. to make us fancy l 
that we mount on Angel's wing and 
tread in air—it is enough to make us 
with for inſtant diſſolution, in order to 
join the glorious bleſſed company above, 
But we muſt come down from the | 


mount and reflect. 


1 from what has. back ſald, FAY 
chriſtian friends, properly to value our 
holy religion and to contemn all the 
trifling enjoyments of the preſent life, 
Me are aſſur d by a voice from Heaven, 
by the moſt expreſs declarations of Al- 
mighty, Gop, and by the death and re- 
ſurrection of his Son JIxsus CuRisT, 


that. cc henceforth there is laid up, a 
ERS crown 


(hs. 
crown of righteouſneſs, for thoſe that 
have fought a good fight—that have 
finiſh'd their courſe—that have kept the 


faith.“ Strugglings and difficulties we 
muſt meet with while in the body 
but it is our peculiar privilege as chriſ- 
tians to be ſecure that they are intended 
for our good; and that bearing them 
well, during a ſhort life, * ſhall work 
out for us a far more exceeding, even 
an eternal weight of glory.” 


Tur reaſonings of men were miſera- 
bly vain, perplex'd, and inconcluſive 
abqut a future ſtate; before the appear- 
ance” of our Savior but life and im- 
mortality are brought to a clear con- 
vincing light through the goſpel of 
CuRISsT ; now we are certain that, to 
the good, life is but a brief paſſage to 
everlaſting reſt, to an infinite reward. 
Then what is all the wealth, honor, 
pomp, and grandeur of the world ? 
they are nothing—they will ſoon come 
to a period they muſt all terminate in 
the duſt; and tho' we may be. careful 


E and 


. 3s 1 | 7 
0 + traubled- abont many things,” yet 


there is „ but one thing / abſolutely 
< needful” or important. Nothing but 
virtue and religion can go with us out 
of this e deen thirty, forty, or fifty 
years, which ſoon ſlide away; nay per- 
haps in much leſs time, every other 
concern. may be finally over with the 
youngeſt of us. For Gop's ſake, then, 
let you and I ſeriouſly reflect of what 
little conſequence it is whether we are 
rich or poor, proſperous or unfortunate, 
honor'd | or deſpis'd, if we can but 
make our calling and election ſure? 
I; we. can but ſecure our main intereſt— 
lead truly good and religious lives 
and make our peace with our Gon? 
Which of you can envy the purple and 
fine linen, and the daily ſumptuous fare 
of the rich man; when the fond delu- 
ſive dream was but of ſuch ſhott ſcanty 
. continuance, and follow'd by his awak- 
ing in the moſt hortible agonizing tor- 
ments? which of. you can eſteem. the 
poverty, ſores, and contempt of poor 
Nen us * varus any real evils, When 

| death 
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death ſo ſoon commene'd his phyſician, 
and ſo quickly cur'd, him of all and 
deliver d him to Angels to be conducted 
to Paradiſe, and to be plac'd in Abra- 
bams boſom? What then were all the 
trappit gs, ornaments, indulgencies, and 
parade of the one? they could not all 
purchaſe him a drop. of Water to. cool 
his tongue: — What the want, barren- 
neſs, and neglect of the other? they 
but enhanc'd and enrich'd his. taſte. for 
the j joys of Heaven. Strange that man 
| ſhould attend to any thing but the on- 
cerns of his immortal foul;!- Strange 
that either the calamities or tlie plea- 
ſures of three - ſcore years ſhould pou 
| POR from _ n Sing 


Ie the world. can ſecure 3 oy 
it can counterbalance the pleaſures that 
are to be met with at. God's right! hand 
Lif it's tranſitory. continuance is pre- 
ferable to the dread; o EVER; in the 
name of wiſdom ſtick by the world: But 
if this is not the caſe if eternity i is more 
than a moment if Heaven is better than 
Hell, in the name of Gop, quit a ruinous 

E 3 and 
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andfooliſh courſe. This muſt be done n now 
or -never—life is precarious to the laſt 
degree — if this day you will not live to 
Cnr1sT, before to-morrow you may 
die out of him, and forever miſs of his 
happineſs. Reſolve for religion imme- 
diately then—and if a crown of righte- 
ouſneſs be worth obtaining, deſpiſe pre- 
ſent enjoyments, and fight the good - fight - 

of faith, which will alone ſecure it 
. den. 4 ; 


To conclude, -Learn Giga our. tents 
and what has been obſerv'd upon it, 
the diſtinguiſhing value of early piety 
the folly and danger of a death - bed 
repentance — patience under trials and 
afflictions being duly reconciled to the 
thoughts and approaches of death, and 
a a continual preparation for it. Be aſ- ' 
ſiur'd, my young friends, that nothing 

is ſo amiable in the ſight of Gop and 
man, nothing ſo ee and recom- 
. mending, nothing ſo profitable and ad- 
_  vantageous,. as a timely ſurrender of 
| ourſelves to the will of our heavenly 
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father —it is now while we are in "EY 
bloom and vigor of our days, that we 
are expected, and that we are beſt able, to 
fight the good fight of faith, and then we 
ſhall jnib our \counſe\ with joy. Alas! do 
conſider how unfit to order the concerns” 
of our ſouls, the weighty affairs of eter- 
nity, when unable to turn on our beds 
and how affronting to Gop to offer to 
ſerve him when we can ſerve ſin no 
longer — to repent out of mere neceſſity | 

and terror to apply to him for pardon 

in a laſt moment, when we have been 

offendinꝑ his majeſty, abuſing his grace, 

. deriding. his authority, trampling upon 
his laws, and obſtinately finning againſt 
him all the days of our life! nothing 
can be more inconſiſtent, abſurd, and 
contradiftory. — Whatever troubles any 
of you may meet with, endure them 

with reſignation ; conſidering that Goo 
is above that our light afflictions are 
but for a moment that our creator 
remembereth we are but duſt, and that 
our courſe will be quickly niſb d: the 
ſtorm will ſoon blow over - whatever 


our 
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- but miſery be/it cannot laſt long if we 
perform our duty, it will be ſhortly 
ſwallow'd up in victory; and we ſhall 
receive a crown of righteouſneſs, How 
calm and compos'd ſhould this render 
us even in the face of death! how ſhould 
it cauſe us to welcome our diſſolution, 
and,” cry out come Lord Teſus, come 
quickly—we know it is better to depart 
we know when our laſt enemy has 
ſtruck the decifive blow, we ſhall be 
with thee at reſt ; with thee our maſter 
and redeemer, whoſe faith we have kept. 
This ſerenity and peace upon the ap- 
proach of the king of terrors, is not 

to be expected if we are not continually 
preparing for his aſſault. The death 
of our friends, and thoſe around us, is 
an awful warning unto us— it tells each 
of us in a moſt ſolemn voice, Prepare 
for thy great change—thy turn may be 
next and dreadful will be thy fate if 
thou art not ready.” Gop grant that 
we may be all preparing! Gop grant 
we may © be: continual expectants of 


death! Gop grant we may live every 
YT nl | | | day 


b 
1 
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Ts Ss 
day as if it were our laſt - ſo that when 
the dread period of nature's diſſolution 
arrives, when our frail body is tumbling 
to the grave, when this world drops 
the curtain and the great unknown 
opens upon us, when time ends and 
eternity commences, when all terreſtrial 
objects can adminiſter no comfort or 
relief; we may be chearful and ſerene, 
we may have the peace and conſolation 
of good conſciences, the ſupport of our 
Gop; and may, with reaſon be able to 
cry gut each for himſelf, I have fought a 
good "fight —T have finiſh'd my courſe—T 
bave kept the faith; — henceforth there 1s 
laid up for me a crown of rights 15 
Amen and Amen. 
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